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J. Ramsay MacDonald; and on its membership special repre-
sentation was secured for the socialist as well as the trade-union
bodies.1 Deeply significant was the consent of the unions to a levy,
even though only of *io^. per annum for every 1,000 members or
fraction thereof. An amendment carried by G. N. Barnes helped
the socialists by enacting that candidates to be run for parliament
need not be working-men, provided they were 'sympathetic with
the needs and demands of the Labour movements', and their
candidatures were promoted by an affiliated body. A still more
vital amendment was that carried by Keir Hardie, defining what
the committee was to aim at. It was to establish ca distinct Labour
Group in Parliament, who shall have their own Whips and agree
upon their policy, which must embrace a readiness to co-operate
with any party which for the time being may be engaged in pro-
moting legislation in the direct interest of Labour, and be
equally ready to associate themselves with any party in opposing
measures having an opposite tendency9; further, no member of
the group must oppose an L.R.C. candidate. This resolution
was remarkable both for its omissions and its stipulations. On
the one hand it made a clean departure from the socialist habit
of relying on the adoption of dogmas, and left the party free to
shape its policy as it went along. On the other, they were to have
whips of their own and be quite distinct from the unionist and
liberal parties, with or against either of whom they must be will-
ing to work impartially, as the 'direct interest of Labour' might
dictate. Keir Hardie had prophesied since the eighties, that a
living party thus acting together in parliament would focus
labour aspirations in a way that no amount of theoretic propa-
ganda could do* The future was to prove him right.
The new body had not time to do much in the 1900 elections,
and only returned two candidates to parliament. Keir Hardie
was one. The other, Richard Bell of the Amalgamated Society
of Railway Servants,2 was really a liberal, but his union insisted
on his running under 'L.R.C.' auspices. The next year, however,
was to raise an unexpected issue, than which none could have
been devised more apt to give the new body life.
The same month which saw the birth of the L.R.C*, witnessed
1 On a committee of twelve the socialist bodies had five seats, though the trade
union membership represented was about twenty times theirs—a remarkable
recognition by the trade unions that it was not sufficient merely to count heads.
a Precursor of the National Union of Rattwaymen, which absorbed also some
smaller societies. See below, p. 300,

